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Kathy Barolsky is a Drama & Movement therapist (MA) and Applied Theatre (MA) 
specialist. She completed her MA under the Drama for Life programme in 2008 based at 
Wits and was awarded the Marshall Kandar Award for outstanding research in the field of 
Applied Theatre. She is the director and founder of Drama for Life Playback Theatre, the 
only certified Playback Theatre group in Africa. Kathy is the director of the South African 
School of Playback Theatre. She works in a psychiatric setting as a Drama Therapist and 
teaches and supervises at Drama for Life and Themba Interactive Theatre. 

Suzy Bernstein has been involved in various facets of media, and has worked as a 
photographer for the last 20 years. In the late 80’s, along with a group of people she 
explored some of the complexities of South African society through the medium of Cinema 
Verite documentary. Simultaneously, she freelanced in the film industry in various capacities. 
In the 90’s, Suzy was part of the Afrapix collective, both managing the library and working as 
a photographer, before its dissolution in 1991. 

After that she worked in various capacities at the Newtown Film and Television School, 
which was the first institution to cater for young aspirant black film-makers who had been 
denied access to the industry during the apartheid era. 

She then worked as a picture editor in various organizations, before taking the decision to 
freelance fulltime. Suzy does commissioned editorial work for magazines, books and the 
arts. One of her passions is dance photography. When not working on commissions, she 
does personal work in the genres of social documentary, dance and portraiture. In the last 
year, Suzy has held several workshops that explore visual literacy, interfacing her personal 
photographic journey, with skills learnt along the way. 

Adam Broomberg & Oliver Chanrin are artists living and working in London. Together they 
have had numerous international exhibitions including The Museum of Modern Art, Tate 
Galleries, Apexart, The Gwagnju Biennale, the Stedelijk Museum, the International Center of 
Photography, KW Institute for Contemporary Art, The Photographers Gallery and Mathaf 
Arab Museum of Modern Art. Broomberg & Chanarin are Visiting Fellows at the University of 
the Arts London. Their work is represented in major public and private collections including 
Tate Modern, The Museum of Modern Art, the Stedelijk Museum, Victoria and Albert 
Museum, Musee de l’Elysee, The International Center of Photography, and the Art Gallery of 
Ontario. In 2013 they were awarded the Deutsche Börse Photography Prize for War Primer 
2, and most recently they were awarded the ICP Infinity Award 2014 for their publication, 
Holy Bible. Upcoming and current exhibitions include Dodo at Museo Jumex, Divine 
Violence at Mostyn, Conflict, Time and Photography at Tate Modern and the Shanghai 
Biennale 2014. 

Cheraé Halley was born in the Eastern Cape, East London and moved to Johannesburg 
where she completed both honours and masters in Dramatic Arts at the University of the 
Witwatersrand.  In 2012, Cheraé performed in the recently published controversial play The 
Merry Wives of Zuma written and directed by Pieter-Dirk Uys.Cheraé has been a member of 
the DFL Playback Theatre in South Africa since 2010, and has completed core training and 
advanced training courses in Playback Theatre.  Most recently, Cheraé has returned from 
doing the Leadership course in Playback Theatre with Founders Jonathan Fox and Jo Salas.  
In 2014, Cheraé performed her solo debut What the Water Gave Me produced under 
University of Johannesburg’s Art Centre which won a Silver Standard Bank Ovation Award. 



Cheraé currently is the project officer for the HIV/AIDS Deaf awareness project at GALA 
GALA (Gay and Lesbian memory in Action) which travels across Deaf schools in 
Johannesburg using educational theatre in addressing HIV/AIDS. Cheraé is also the 
coordinator and lecturer for the Applied Theatre Studies IIIA course as well as the MA 
Theatre as Activism, Therapy and Education course at Wits University under the Division of 
Drama For Life. 

Hasan and Husain Essop Recipients of the 2014 Standard Bank Young Artist Award for 
Visual Arts were born in Cape Town in 1985. They graduated from the Michaelis School of 
Fine Art at University of Cape Town in 2006 with Bachelor of Fine Art degrees, majoring in 
Printmaking and Photography respectively. Continuing their studies in 2009; they completed 
their Postgraduate Diploma in Art, at Michaelis. 
 
Recent exhibitions include 'Figures & Fictions: Contemporary South African Photography', 
2011, at the Victoria and Albert Museum, England, 'Peek-a-boo Current South Africa', 2011, 
at The Helsinki Art Museum, Finland, 'The Dakar Biennale', 2010, and 'BREDAPHOTO 
2010', The Netherlands. 

Steven Friedman is Director of the Centre for the Study of Democracy at Rhodes University 
and the University of Johannesburg.  

He is a political scientist who has specialized in the study of democracy. He researched and 
wrote widely on the South African transition to democracy both before and after the elections 
of 1994 and has, over the past decade, largely written on the relationship between 
democracy on the one hand, social inequality and economic growth on the other. In 
particular, he has stressed the role of citizen voice in strengthening democracy and 
promoting equality.  

He is the author of Building Tomorrow Today, a study of the South African trade union 
movement and the implications of its growth for democracy, and the editor of The Long 
Journey and The Small Miracle (with Doreen Atkinson), which presented the outcome of two 
research projects on the South African transition. His current work focuses on the theory and 
practice of democracy and his study of South African radical thought Race, Class and 
Power: Harold Wolpe and the Radical Critique of Apartheid  will be published in 2014. He 
writes a weekly column in Business Day on current political and economic developments 

Ran Greenstein is an associate professor of sociology at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. He has written extensively on the Israeli-Palestinian and South African 
conflicts, and published Genealogies of Conflict: Class, Identity and State in Palestine/Israel 
and South Africa (1995), Comparative Perspectives on South Africa (1998), and The Role of 
Political Violence in South Africa's Democratisation (2003). His recent book, Zionism and its 
Discontents: A Century of Radical Dissent in Israel/Palestine, has just come out (Pluto 
Press, October 2014). 

Haroon Gunn-Salie was born in 1989 in Cape Town, and is currently based between Cape 
Town and Johannesburg. He has been an active participant in the local contemporary art 
scene while completing his BA Hons in sculpture at the University of Cape Town and 
Michaelis School of Fine Art in 2012. Gunn-Salie’s collaborative art practice translates 
community oral histories into artistic interventions and installations. Gunn-Salieâ‘s 
multidisciplinary practice utilizes a variety of mediums, drawing focus to forms of 
collaboration in contemporary art based on dialogue and exchange. Gunn-Salie’s graduate 
exhibition titled WITNESS is a site-specific body of work focusing on still unresolved issues 
of forced removals under apartheid, working with veteran residents of District Six, an area in 
central Cape Town where widespread forced removals occurred. In 2013, Gunn-Salie has 



exhibited on group exhibitions at the AVA Gallery in Cape Town and at the Stevenson 
Gallery and the Goodman Gallery in Johannesburg. Gunn-Salie has placed in the top-ten of 
the Sasol new signatures competition and is represented by the Goodman Gallery 

Tarryn Elizabeth Lee graduated from the University of the Witwatersrand with an 
Honours degree in Dramatic Art. She has also achieved her Associate and Licentiate 
diploma in Speech and Drama through Trinity College, London. Her fields of interest are 
within the study and practice of performance and installation art, animation and site-informed 
theatre work. She lectures in the Dramatic Division of the Wits School of Arts and 
coordinates the Performance Studies 1 portfolio. Additionally, she curates projects for Drama 
for Life- an academic department within the Dramatic Division- and is currently in her second 
year of directing the multi-disciplinary, public intervention: the Drama for Life Sex Actually 
Festival.Tarryn is a founding member of the Drama for Life Playback Theatre Company, and 
has consistently performed and traveled with the company since its inception in 2008.  

Lee's installation work- merging object art and/or performance and/or animation- are created 
with the intention to generate an experiential engagement with the observer: “The through 
line of my work can be observed in a fascination for still, sustained images that issue a 
sense of waiting; of prolonged thought and of suspended time.” T. Lee (2014) 

Original installation works include: Look (2010); Sex Machine (2010); Float and Follow 
(2011); Paperweight (2011) - T.Lee and J.White; can't see the forest for the trees (2012) and 
Wilderness (2013).Recently, Float and Follow (2011) inspired South African fiction writer 
Lauren Beukes to include this evocative ‘balloon storm-cloud’ construction in an art party 
dream-sequence of her recent novel Broken Monsters (2013). To read further, please refer:   
http://laurenbeukes.com/artspiration/ 

Myrna Lewis Co-founder of the Lewis Method of Deep Democracy, Myrna Lewis has a BA 
degree in Social Science, BA Hons degree in Psychology and a M.A. degree in Clinical 
Psychology. She completed further training in Process Orientated Psychology and Psycho 
Synthesis. 

As a special needs teacher, Myrna worked with Autistic and Aphasic children. As a social 
worker, she worked in the fields of drug addiction, alcoholism and adoption counselling.She 
was one of the first social workers in South Africa to initiate a private practice as a social 
worker. In 1978 she founded and became head of the Talisman Foundation Half-way home 
for mentally ill people. 

Myrna entered the corporate world in 1984 when she joined a multinational company, as HR 
director. In 1986 she became a consultant and has since been involved with facilitating 
large- scale transformation processes within corporate, NGO, NPO and social activist 
organisations in South Africa, and internationally. 

Kate Liquorish studied a BA in Theatre and Performance at The University of Cape Town, 
graduating with honours in the degree in 2006.Since then she has been involved prolifically 
in Theatre, television and film. 

She has appeared in no fewer than 17 theatrical productions in the last 8 years, including: 
RICHARD III directed by Lara Bye, THE MISER directed by Sylvaine Strike, THE GIRL IN 
THE YELLOW DRESS directed by Malcolm Purkey and a multitude of productions with THE 
MECHANICALS, of which she was one of the founding members. She has been nominated 
for 4 Fleur du Cap awards including 2 nominations (best actress and best solo performance) 
for MY NAME IS RACHEL CORRIE. 

 

http://laurenbeukes.com/artspiration/


Jenny Marcus is a Johannesburg artist and has been painting and drawing for the past six 
years. She has exhibited at a number of galleries including the Turbine Art Fair 2014. She 
has been involved in various areas of human rights work as a volunteer for the past three 
decades. 

Volley Nchabeleng was born in Limpopo province and studied music at Sibikwa arts Center 
and at the University of South Africa ( UNISA). He is multi-talented and versatile international 
musicians in his right. Volley has played music in Africa, Europe and Asian. His recent tours 
include France, Denmark, India, Holland and  Germany. Currently Volley is working as a 
freelance producer, musical creative director and marimba teacher at Prestige Collage. 

Sian Palmer is a Drama Therapist and Expressive Movement facilitator. She obtained her 
Masters Degree in Drama & Movement Therapy through the Central School of Speech and 
Drama (University of London) in 2009. With a passion for embodied work, Sian focuses on 
Drama Therapy, movement meditation and training in a diverse range of settings. Sian is a 
firm believer in the power of the creative arts as a medium for reflection, growth and healing. 

 Megan Reeks was bitten by the performing bug at a very young age. She nurtured her 
passion & love for the stage, during her school years by attending dance classes as well as 
participating in plays & productions at school. Deciding to pursue a career in the Performing 
Arts, Megan went on to study drama at Wits University. She completed her Bachelor of Arts 
in Dramatic Art (BADA)(HONS) with Distinction in 2006. After graduating, Megan freelanced 
as a professional actress, working on a variety of productions. A few years later, Megan 
unexpectedly discovered a new passion: teaching drama to kids. Since 2011, Megan has 
been teaching for the Helen 'O Grady Drama Academy & was promoted to Deputy Principle 
in 2013. In 2009, Megan joined the DFL Playback Theatr & has been a member ever since 

Steven Sack recently began to make objects after a long break.  

Tymon Smith was born in and raised in Johannesburg. He has a BAHons in Film and 
Drama from Wits. He was the Books Editor of the Sunday Times from 2008-2013 and is now 
employed as a freelance writer for the paper and film reviewer for The Times. He has also 
written various television programmes for the SABC including 90 Plein Street, Home Sweet 
Home and Majakathata Records. He spent 7 years working on The Jew-ish Question a 
documentary examining South African Jewish identity and history told through the eyes of 
three generations of his family, which was broadcast on SABC 1 in 2012. 

Myer Taub is a performer and dramatist. He teaches contemporary performance and theatre 
studies in the Drama Department at the University of Pretoria. His research and practice 
include Performance as research (PaR), performance as intervention and treasure hunts. 

Zapiro born in Cape Town in 1958 couldn’t imagine a career in cartooning, so studied 
architecture at University of Cape Town.  Couldn’t imagine a career in architecture, so tried 
switching to Graphic Design and promptly got conscripted. While in the army he refused to 
bear arms and became active in 1983 in the newly-formed United Democratic Front. His 
arrest under the Illegal Gatherings Act caused some consternation in the SADF and his 
being monitored by military intelligence while also participating in the End Conscription 
Campaign, and designing its logo. His work as a cartoonist began in earnest with a wide 
range of political and progressive organisations. When the newspaper South began in 1987, 
he became its editorial cartoonist. He was detained by security police in 1988 shortly before 
leaving on a Fulbright Scholarship to study media arts at the School of Visual Arts in New 
York. New York was an eye-opening experience where he studied under comics masters Art 
Spiegelman, Will Eisner and Harvey Kurtzman. 



In 2001 he became the first cartoonist to win a category prize in the CNN African Journalist 
of the Year Awards. In 2004 the University of Transkei (now incorporated into Walter Sisulu 
University) made him an Honorary Doctor of Literature. In 2008 Rhodes University made him 
an Honorary Doctor of Laws. In 2005 the Prince Claus Fund of the Netherlands awarded him 
the Principal Prince Claus Award. In 2005 he also received an Honorary Sunday Times Alan 
Paton Literary Award. In 2005 he won the first Mondi Shanduka Journalist of the Year 
Award. 
 

 

 

 


